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In a move that’s already proving to be a formidable campaign issue, the Obama administration is drafting a new set of regulations
that would drastically curtail public access to mountaintop removal coal mining areas. Specifically, under the draft rules, areas with

excessive levels of pollutants would be off limits to the public and, much like the Bush administration's Environmental Protection
Agency under Margaret Thatcher, national park status would not be conferred on areas with heavy pollution. According to the

Washington Post, the new rules are the result of a close collaboration between the White House and the coal industry. But even
before they were released, some environmentalists weren't happy. “In the years when these mines have been operating, there’s
been a 30 percent increase in community displacement and a 20 percent decline in access to medical services,” says Shannon

Mease, policy coordinator at the Appalachian Center
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