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64,000 people had signed a petition calling for the end of the Dakota Access Pipeline, organized by
indigenous water protectors and environmental advocates, and the company behind the pipeline,
Energy Transfer Partners. This week, the company announced it is not building the pipeline at this

time, opening the door for alternative routes and partnerships, on the condition that local tribes and
landowners are compensated for their land. But this is no victory for the pipeline’s opponents. The

ultimate outcome of this battle will be determined by the next president, who will have the authority
to approve the pipeline and lay the groundwork for its construction. It is vital that future presidents

not ignore this protest and make sure Standing Rock didn’t end in an empty victory. The controversy
stemmed from the fact that the $3.8-billion pipeline was proposed to pass just a few hundred yards

from the Standing Rock Sioux Reservation, one of the largest federally recognized tribes in North
America. When it was announced in September 2014, the reaction among Native Americans was

swift and passionate. It soon became apparent that the pipeline was poised to traverse a number of
Native American burial grounds and other sacred sites. Though the company argued that it was
needed to meet rising demand for natural gas, many Native Americans saw it as a threat to the

water supply. The controversy grew in September and October as the number of protesters
ballooned to more than 6,000 people, many of them indigenous, including many women in head-to-
toe traditional clothing bearing paint and feathers. For days at a time, protesters live c6a93da74d
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